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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

This is a very large Federal style mansion which is detached and 2-1/2 stories in
height with a very high basement necessitating a high porch of fourteen marble steps
leading to the front door. This basement could be counted as another floor as it is
practically above ground on the front elevation. The building is five bays wide and five
bays deep. An "L'" shaped three bay long wing, two bays wide, extends back along the
east side. The front section has a moderate slope "A" frame roof of metal with low roof
curtains and buttresses. There are large twin chimmeys with curtains enclosed in the
gables., The front brickwork is of Flemish bond and the sides and rear are in common bond.

A large Federal style doorway occupies the center bay with sidelights and rectangular
transom of leaded glass beveled on the edges and in a design of intersecting ovals.

The door has ten panels with ovals and is separated from the sidelights by Doric pillars
with short ones in the transom above. The flat marble lintel has square raised end blocks
with roundels and with one over each pillar. The two windows on the first floor front

are large, three sectioned with a 6/6 sash in the center and two side windows divided

by mullions. These have marble sills and lintels like over the doorway. All front win-
dows have louvered shutters. The five windows on the second floor also have 6/6 sash with
marble lintels and sills similar to those below. The "basement' has wood casement windows
across the front and west side. All other windows on the house are of 6/6 sash with wood
lintels and sills. There are three round arched 6/6 sash dormers on the front roof with
stepped in gables and three dormers on the back with peaked gables. According to an

early drawing, the first floor front windows were originally single 6/6 sash. The ho_ <
is surrounded on the front and sides by a low brick wall with a stepped in top. A land-
scaped front yard with evergreens, flowers, and sections of lawn enhances the building.

A decorative iron fence and gate top the front wall. Endwalls of the front section have
small 6/6 sash windows in the chimney curtains. Other unevenly spaced 6/6 windows are

in the sidewalls. The wing has an "A" frame roof with a chimmey on each end. Wing
windows are of 6/6 sash with wood lintels and sills. There is a three section window on
the rear of the front section similar to those on the front. The first floor plan is
Georgian in style with a wide central hallway leading to the rear door, similar in design
to the front. Three doorways lead off of each side of the hallway. A stairway leads

up from a side entrance off the hall. The cornice decorating the front roofline is of
simple boxed construction with a row of modillions. The remains of beautiful gardens

are at the rear. (See Carriage House).
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

This building was once owned by Frederick's millionaire, Joseph D. Baker. It
was originally designed for William Schley, great grandson of Frederick's first local

leader, John Thomas Schley.
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The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA,

1974 Supplement.

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe-
ment of individual property rights.
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